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earned patent term adjustment See 3.7 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 8, filed 02/27/2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 5-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable in view of Petri, 
Wandel, and Booth have been fully considered. In regard to the applicant's arguments 
that the lid structure of Petri is not capable of performing the functions described by the 
claim; the examiner disagrees, and finds that the lid structure of Petri is capable of 
performing the claimed functions found in each of the wherein clauses of each of the 
independent claims 5, 14, and 22. 

However, it is agreed that the drain (29) and vent (27) spouts are not in fluid 
communication with the interior of container (17) as would be necessary for the rejection 
to be proper as recited for the following reason. Even if the inner and outer seals were 
appropriately cited to accommodate referencing the annular space interior to the 
housing (10,11) but exterior to container (16) as the outer reservoir and the interior of 
container (16) as the inner reservoir, one of ordinary skill in the art would not consider 
modifying Petri with two taps; one tap accessing the annular space, and the other 
accessing the interior of container (16) because of Petri's teachings regarding the 
interior of container (17) and interior of container (16) as the inner and outer reservoirs 
and the annular space as provided for installation ease (column 2, line 15; column 4, 
lines 1-32; column 5, lines 1-5). 
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Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection of claims 5-24 is made in view of Hyatt (US 
5,328,050) and Diamond et al. (US 4,932,563). 

As such this action is being made non-final to allow the applicant the opportunity 
to respond to the new grounds of rejection made herein. Additionally, a proposed 
amendment has been provided for the applicant's consideration in the conclusion 
section. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 5-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hyatt (US 
5,328,050) hereafter Hyatt in view of Diamond et al. (US 4,932,563) hereafter Diamond 
and Booth (US 2,706,508) hereafter Booth. 

Hyatt teaches an apparatus comprising an outer housing shell (38); an inner 
housing shell (14) disposed within the outer housing shell (38) and coupled thereto to 
form an outer reservoir (within 14), wherein the inner and outer housing shells (14, 38) 
comprise a housing (together they form a housing), and wherein the housing (14, 38) 
has an approximately circular cross-section (Fig. 1-8); an inner core (20) residing within 
the inner shell (14) to form an inner reservoir (interior of 20); a first tap (16) coupled to 
the outer reservoir (14) and passing through the outer shell (38) to provide access to 
and permit dispensing of a liquid stored in the outer reservoir (within 14); a second tap 
(22) coupled to the inner reservoir (20) and passing through both the inner shell (14) 
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and the outer shell (38) to provide access to and permit dispensing of a liquid stored in 
the inner reservoir (20); a vent spout (54) in fluid communication with the inner reservoir 
(20); and a lid (24) for closing the housing (14, 38), the lid (24) having both an outer seal 
(28) adjacent a periphery (top edge of housing) thereof to seal the outer reservoir and 
an inner seal (15, 26) to seal the inner reservoir (20); a foam insulation layer (36) is 
injected between the inner and outer shells (14, 38); a pair of handles (30) coupled to 
the outer shell to facilitate lifting of the double cooler apparatus (capable of so 
facilitating); and means for coupling the lid (24) to the outer shell (38) wherein the 
means for coupling the lid to the outer shell (38) comprises a tie (wire or member 
connecting 44 to housing 38; see Fig. 3) coupling the lid (24) to the handles (44). 

Hyatt does not explicitly teach a drain spout in fluid communication with the inner 
reservoir (20). However, Diamond teaches a drain spout (21 ; Figures 1-2) in fluid 
communication with an inner reservoir (20) for the purpose of spraying oneself with fluid 
to cool oneself (column 1 , lines 36-37). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to combine the cooler of 
Hyatt with the drain spout (sprayer - 21 ) of Diamond for the purpose of providing a 
means to spray and cool oneself with fluid from the inner reservoir. Clearly it would also 
be desirable to have the spray spout connected to a longer tube so that a user could 
spray at a variety of angles and not need to move the cooler. Those of ordinary skill in 
the art would be both capable and motivated to make this modification for the purpose 
of allowing the user to both drink from the cooler and spray him or her self. 
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Hyatt and Diamond do not disclose a cup holder bracket coupled to the outer 
shell. However, it is common in the art to supply such containers with cup holder 
brackets as taught by Booth (Fig. 1 ) for the purpose of providing conveniently 
accessible cups to a user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the cooler of Hyatt with a 
cup holder bracket for the purpose of providing cups to a user. 

Further, while the prior art cited does not explicitly state the size or capacity of 
the components, (i.e. the inner reservoir having a fluid capacity of approximately two 
gallons and the inner housing shell with the inner core in place having a fluid capacity of 
approximately five gallons), it should be noted that absent a showing in the specification 
that such limitations have specific criticality and provide unexpected results, they are 
regarded as obvious fluid capacity ranges as coolers are generally sold at a variety of 
sizes (say 1-10 gallons) and one of ordinary skill in the art would have been able to 
determine appropriate sizes for the reservoirs based on the target consumer and 
planned usage. 

The combination discussed results in a cooler wherein, when the lid (24) is fully 
engaged with the housing (14, 38), both the inner (20) and outer reservoirs (14) are 
sealed by the inner (15, 26) and outer seals (28) and the vent spout (54) and drain 
spout (sprayer) are closed (capable of being so operated - 54 can be covered and the 
drain spout or sprayer can be closed or off), wherein, when the lid (24) is lifted from full 
engagement without removal from engagement with the housing (26 unscrewed a 
degree and 44 not fully locked down - therefore they are still in contact with the 
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housing), the vent spout (54) and drain spout (sprayer) are revealed and the inner seal 
is opened to permit draining the inner reservoir through the drain spout (through 
sprayer) and venting through the vent spout (54) to facilitate the draining, without 
permitting fluid communication between the inner and outer reservoirs (sprayer to inner 
reservoir does not move fluid into or out of outer reservoir); and wherein, when the lid is 
removed from engagement with the housing, both the inner and outer seals are 
unsealed (capable of being so operated) to open the inner and outer reservoirs. 

Remarks 

In view of the applicant's disclosure and the prior art of record, the following 
amendment to claim 5, 14, and 22 immediately following the recitation, "a lid for closing 
the housing, the lid having both an outer seal adjacent a periphery thereof to seal the 
outer reservoir and an inner seal to seal the inner reservoir," (found in every one of 
claims 5, 14, and 22), may render the claims, as a whole, allowable: 

-wherein, the vent spout and the drain spout extend in a radial direction from the 
inner core and mate with recesses in the lid.- 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Pettitt whose telephone number is 571-272-0771 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8a-4p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cheryl Tyler can be reached on 571-272-4834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. / 
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May 4, 2007 




